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INDUSTRIAL NOTES 
$20,000,000 DYESTUFF CONSOLIDATION TO MEET FOREIQN 

COMPETITION AFTER WAR 

The coal-tar color and chemical industries of this country 
have now agreed upon a form of amalgamation, not by any 
means a trust or combination in the accepted sense of the word, 
but a centralization of productive effort and of capital, utilizing 
the sources of supply, the mines, coke-oven by-products plant, 
manufacture of intermediates and acids, etc., with the sole pur- 
pose of meeting the post .bellurn competition with a united 
front and with the strength of resource which can be found alone 
in such industrial cooperation. 

The amalgamated company-which will be known as the 
National Aniline and Chemical Company, 1nc.-will have among 
its executives J. F. and C. P. Hugo Schoellkopf, of the Schoellkopf 
Aniline and Chemical Works, I. Frank Stone, president National 
Aniline and Chemical Company and Dr. William Beckers, of the 
W. Beckers Aniline and Chemical Works, and will control the 
entire works of the Schoellkopf Aniline and Chemical Works, 
Inc., of Buffalo, the W. Beckers Aniline and Chemical Works 
of Brooklyn, the Benzol Products Company, of Marcus Hook, 
Pa., and such sections of the plants of the Semet-Solvay Company 
of Syracuse, the Barrett Company works at Frankfort, Pa., 
the General Chemical Company of New York, and other fac- 
tories, as produce those coal-tar intermediates entering into 
the manufacture of the finished colors. 

The entire business of this new amalgamation will be under 
the control and known by the name of the National Aniline and 
Chemical Company, Inc., and the present company bearing that 
name, of which Mr. Stone has been president since its formation 
will be reorganized. The executives will include those already 
associated with the companies entering into the new productive 
alliance, together with such new research and manufacturing 
chemists and other experts as shall be necessary to  the carrying 
out of the plans for such a nationalization of dyestuff production 
as is contemplated. 

The Schoellkopf and Beckers Companies are manufacturers 
of dyestuffs, the Benzol Company aniline oils, salts and certain 
intermediates, while the General Chemical, Semet-Solvay and 
the Barrett Company production entering into the plans of the 
new organization is in the line of coal, coke oven by-products and 
intermediates. 

The combined output of the Schoellkopf and Beckers concerns 
is about 75 per cent of the aniline color production of the country. 
It is interesting to note, however, that the lines are not competi- 
tive to any extent, since the Beckers colors are successfully 
employed in the woolen trade, while the Schoellkopf Company 
has specialized more in cotton, silk, leather, paper colors, etc. 

The Beckers Company bought the Standard Aniline Company 
recently, the second producer of sulfur black in the country in 
point of output. The Schoellkopf company leads the country 
in sulfur black production and the combined output of both 
concerns totals about 7 j per cent of the total production to-day. 
The competition from other makers in this line is increasing 
steadily, however 

There is another interesting factor in the color production 
of the Schoellkopf and Beckers Companies. While the number 
of such colors produced prior to the war was about 1 jo, this has 
now been considerably reduced, primarily because of a lack of 
those intermediates not yet made in this country. The Beckers 
Company produces about j o  colors, and it will be noted that the 
total by the two companies is but 115, or about j o  per cent of 
the 2 5 0  or so colors of commerce, which will re-enter American 
consumption soon after the close of hostilities. 

The Benzol Company is the only branch of the new organiza- 
tion manufacturing aniline oils and salts, of which i t  is the 

principal producer in this country. With the expansion of its 
modern plant on the Delaware River it has increased its output 
to a large extent and has now begun the manufacture of various 
intermediates and is experimenting with the production of others. 
This business had its inception before the war and was the result 
of ante-bellum demands. It is owned equally by the General 
Chemical Company, the Semet-Solvay Company and the Bar- 
rett Company, makers of acids, and of benzol and other coal-tar 
distillates, respectively. There is marked competition in these 
lines of production, for there are many makers of acids in quantity 
and there are other producers of large quantities of coal-tar 
distillates. 

As an indication of the policy of the new organization it is 
stated that no agreements have been entered into with the three 
concerns last mentioned, for the supplies of raw materials pro- 
duced since the amalgamation will be free to buy supplies in 
the open market just as the other companies will be free to sell the 
other color makers. 

One of the best evidences that  the new association will not 
enjoy a monopoly-the first cry raised whenever the exigencies 
of business demand a conservation of supply and productive 
effort, although in this instance the conservation is for the 
interests of the dye industry as a whole against the united 
effort of foreign competitors when the war-time embargo shall 
again be lifted-is the fact that some 35 manufacturers of aniline 
colors in this country, many of whom are among the best-known 
concerns, are coming to the fore with the demand for in- 
creased production following war-time scarcity of coal-tar colors. 

In  addition to its purpose of placing the color industry of this 
country upon a more permanent basis, this proposed $20,000,000 
consolidation offers the opportunity through plant production 
possibilities, the availability of acids, bases and intermediates, 
the laboratory facilities to be provided and the economic advan- 
tages due to centralization of production and marketing effort 
for the rapid development of production until they shall be 
prepared to market all the colors necessary to meet the demands, 
instead of about one-half the varieties as a t  present. In  addi- 
tion the organization will also produce pharmaceutical and 
photographic chemicals and explosives, as a natural develop- 
ment of their production of coal-tar products. 

AETNA EXPLOSIVES COMPANY BUSINESS TO BE CARRIED ON 
UNDER COURT ORDERS 

Judge Afayer, of the Federal District Court, on April 19, 
named ex-Judge George C. Holt and ex-Governor Benjamin 
B. Ode11 as receivers of the Aetna Explosives Company with 
orders to continue the business. Each receiver must furnish a 
$nj,ooo bond. They will be represented by the law firm of 
Winthrop & Stimson. 

The company is an $18,100,000 concern, and has large con- 
tracts for furnishing the Allies with munitions. It has been 
in financial difficulties for some time for lack of capital to carry 
on its contracts. 

Application for receivers was made on Tuesday by the 
Grasselli Chemical Company, of Cleveland, Ohio, a creditor for 
$103,6jj. 

A t  all times since its organization, the complaint says, the 
defendant company has been engaged on a very large scale in 
the manufacture of explosives, particularly for the use of the 
Allied governments of Europe, and it is now engaged in fulfilling 
further large contracts which are of vital importance in the prose- 
cution of the war. 

These contracts, the complaint avers, are among the most 
important assets of the Aetna Explosives Company, Inc., and 
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to  interfere with their performance would be altogether ruinous 
to  the company. 

The plants and other assets, the complaint states, are of such 
nature that their value depends largely upon the continuance 
of the defendant company as a going concern, and further adds 
that if the business were to be interrupted their value would be 
greatly impaired. Such derangement, the complaint asserts, 
would also be very detrimental to the public welfare by prevent- 
ing the delivery of explosives called for by contract with the 
Allied Powers, and by removing a most important source of 
supply for explosives necessary to the United States. 

The complaint explains that, while the company’s property, 
a t  a fair valuation, aggregates more than enough to pay all debts, 
by reason of pending litigation, its credit is so impaired that it 
is unable to obtain sufficient money to conduct its business in 
an efficient manner. 

Upon the filing of the suit, Stanchfield & Levy, counsel for the 
Aetna Explosives Company, Inc., submitted the company’s 
answer, in which it admitted all allegations of the complainant. 

The company will be continued and later authority probably 
will be given by the court for certificates so that money may be 
speedily raised. Quick funds are needed for the payment of 
employees and purchase of materials. The lawyers representing 
interests involved are Sullivan & Cromwell, Paul D. Cravath, 
George Gordon Battle, ex-Senator James A. O’Gorman, ex- 
Justice George L. Ingraham. and John B. Stanchfield. 

DU PONTS ACQUIRE NITRATE FIELDS 

Du Pont de Nemours & Co. announced to-day they had 
acquired from the government of Chile two large nitrate fields in 
the northern part of that  country and would begin a t  once to 
develop them. Shipments, it  is expected, will begin in a 
year. 

A railroad runs from the new du Pont fields, in the Tarapaca 
district, forty miles to  the port of Iquique, whence vessels will 
come north through the Panama Canal. 

It was stated a t  the du Pont offices that the purchase would 
increase the annual supply of nitrate of soda for use in the ’ 
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United States more than one hundred million pounds. Although 
that is only one-sixtieth of the Chilean output last year and one- 
tenth of the quantity used by the du Ponts, i t  is said in the an- 
nouncement it is deemed ample to meet commercial demands 
for several years. 

A joint stock company with a capital of $joo,ooo has been 
formed to manufacture soda ash in Nagoya, Japan, and land 
has been acquired a t  Nagoya Harbor to erect factories. An 
electrochemical company with a capital of $ j O O , o ~ o  will build 
factories up the River Arakawa for the manufacture bf bleaching 
powder, etc. 

The Braemer Air Conditioning Corporation of Philadelphia, 
announces the opening of a New York office a t  go West Street, 
with G. P. Uppington as district manager. Mr. Uppington is a 
graduate engineer with eleven years’ practical experience in 
heating, ventilating, air-conditioning and sales work. 

Detailed plans are now completed and in course of execution 
for rebuilding the burned portion of the plant of The Hydraulic 
Press Manufacturing Company, in Mount Gilead, Ohio. The 
plans give the Company facilities for dpubling their manufac- 
turing capacity and cover the erection of four new buildings, 
planned to be in operation by July 1st. 

The First Industrial Exposition and Export Conference will 
be held a t  Springfield, Mass., June 23 to 30, 1917. F. H. Page, 
president of the National Equipment Company, has been made 
chairman of the General Committee to have charge of the Ex- 
position. John C. Simpson is general manager : address, Eastern 
States Exposition, Springfield, Mass. 

The Rollin Chemical Company, Inc., manufacturers of barium 
chemicals, with works a t  Charleston, W. Va., have increased 
their capital stock from $1,600,000 to $z,ooo,ooo and have begun 
a proposed expansion of their plant. The National Aniline & 
Chemical Company are their general sales agents. 

The German-American Stoneware Works, Jersey City, N. J., 
has been changed to the General Ceramics Company and its 
capital increased from $450,000 to ~ ~ , o ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ .  

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 1 
By R. S. MCBRIDR. Bureau of Standards, Washington 

NOTICE-publications for which price is indicated can be 
purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D. C. Other publications can 
usually be supplied from the Bureau or Department from which 
they originate. Commerce Reports are received by all large 
libraries and may be consulted there, or single numbers can be 
secured by application to the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce, Department of Commerce, Washington. The regu- 

subscription rate for these Commerce Reports mailed daily is 
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Documents. 

has been calculated. Several liquids suitable for calibration of 
viscometers are recommended, particularly sucrose SOlUtiOnS Of 

20, 40, and 60 per cent by weight have been investigated. 
“The advantages and disadvantages of expressing viscosity 

in absolute or specific units have been compared. The sug- 
gestion has been made that by expressing all data in terms of the 
centipoise (the one-hundredth part of the cgs. unit), the absolute 
viscosity Of substances would be practically also the Specific 
viscosity, provided that we take water a t  20’ as the standard. 
We find the most probable value for the viscosity of water a t  
20’ C. to be 1.005 cp.” 

BUREAU OF STANDARDS QEOLOGICAL SUBVEY 
Manufacture and Properties of Sand-Lime Brick. WARREP: Bismuth in 1915. FRANK I,. HESS. From Mineral Resources 

E. EMLEY. Technologic Paper 85. 39 pp. Paper, 10 cents. of the Unitedstates, 1915, Part I, pp. 847-848. Published March 
Processes of manufacture, raw materials, influence of methods of 13, 1917. 
manufacture on properties, properties of brick and tests of “The only bismuth known to have been produced in the United 
product are discussed. States during 1915 was that isolated as a by-product by the 

Standard Substances for the Calibration of Viscometers, American Smelting & Refining Co., a t  Omaha, and by the United 
EUGENE C. BINGHAM AND RICHARD F. JACKSON, Scientific States Metals Refining Co., a t  Grasselli, Ind. Both companies 
Paper 298, 28 pp. “The existing data on the refine lead bullion electrolytically and save the bismuth from 
viscosity of water has been reviewed in order to correct it so far the anode muds. 
as possible according to our present knowledge. The viscosity “The American Smelting & Refining Co. obtains a considerable 
and fluidity of water for every degree Centigrade from o to 100 quantity of bismuth in flue dusts saved by the Cottrell process 

Paper, 5 cents. 


